kaiserlichen Museums zu Wien, no. 4, p. 133, 1889; ibid., no. 6 Spanipalpus Townsend, Smithsonian Misc. Coll., vol. 51, p. 110, 1908. (Genot.vpe Townsend has proposed the genus Deopalpus for hirsuta, which has neither palpi nor ocellars, and Spanipalpus for 7mscclli, which differs from the genotype, ruficornis, in possessing ocellar bristles but no palpi. These characters are subject to some variation within species of this group and are too slight to maintain the last mentioned genera or Epicuphocera, which has been proposed on even less important distinctions.
The generic characters of Cuphocera as considered herein are as follows: Propleura and eyes bare; head at vibrissae as long as the antennal axis; face somewhat bulging at middle, its ridges flat and bare; parafacial broad, haired and bearing one or more stout bristles on lower part; front broad and two pairs of verticals present in both sexes; frontal bristles in two rows on widest part of parafrontal in the male; ocellars absent in huccata, torosa, fucata, contigua, andina, and usually in hirsuta, present in the other known species; proclinate orbital bristles present in all females and the male of incongrua; arista thickened on most of its Specific characters.-The American species of Cuphocera separate into two groups on the presence or absence of ocellar bristles. The characters that seem most useful in separating the species are the color of the pleural and parafacial hairs, ground color of the parafrontals, and thoracic chaetotaxy. The structure of the male genitalia is quite distinctive for a number of forms. The width of the front in relation to the total head width appears uniform within narrow limits for most species, and details of the frontal bristles furnish several additional minor points, especially in the male, that are of some service in distinguishing the forms. Minute or rudimentary palpi are present in only two of the known American species.
In the female the genitalia appear uniform in structure; the ovipositor is short, fleshy, and retracted.
There are three genera closely related to Cuphocera: Oopecrypta Chaetotaxy: Acrostichal, 3, 3; dorsocentral, 3, 3; humeral, 5; posthumeral, 2; notopleural, 2; presutural, 2; intraalar, 3; supraalar, 3; postalar, 3; petropleural, 2 (large) 
